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bubonic plague. All quarantine regulations adopted by the board of health on account 
of bubonic plague in the Hawaiian Islands are hereby rescinded." 

W. P. Boyd, 
Vice and Deputy Consul-General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

HONDURAS. 

Reports from La Ceiba — Fruit port. 

La Ceiba, Honduras, May 12, 1900. 
Sib : For the week ended to-day, I would report that 2 schooners 
and 1 steamer cleared from this port for the United States. There were 
no passengeis. Sanitary conditions remain about the same. Malarial 
fever prevails. No death occurred during the week. I sent you a letter 
regarding the report that yellow fever existed in Ruatan. As soon as I 
learn the truth of the matter, will report to you. 

Respectfully, Spencer. Franklin, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

La Ceiba, Honduras, May 18, 1900. 
Sib : I inclose copy of a letter I sent to the three fruit companies 
here, which contained a copy of "Rules for government of vessels 
while at fruit ports." These letters were sent, as the agent of the 
United Fruit Company claimed he had not been informed of the rules. 
On my arrival here I called on all the companies, and the United States 
consular agent, and informed them of the rules. I furnished them with 
copies to avoid further misunderstanding. 

Respectfully, Spencer Franklin, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure — Copy of letter sent to the three fruit companies here.] 

La Ceiba, Honduras, May 16, 1900. 

Sir : Inclosed please find copy of ' ' Rules for the government of vessels while at fruit 
ports." I ask that you give them careful consideration, and see that the captains of 
your vessels enforce same, as my orders are to sign no bills of health unless these rules 
have been complied with. 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter and inclosure. 



House disinfection at Bombay. 
[Communicated by Maj. H. E. Banatvala, Indian Medical Service.] 

MAY 15, 1900. 

The plague having shown itself first in Bombay, India, it will be 
interesting to review what has been done in the city to check its prog- 
ress and to prevent its spread to other places in that presidency and to 
other parts of India. 

(1) AH persons leaving Bombay by steamer are examined by a medical 
officer at the jetty before embarkation. No friends or visitors are 
allowed on board a ship about to leave for foreign ports. The vessel 
itself is thoroughly examined and all ship's officers and crew also 
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examined. Supposing a dead rat be found on board a vessel, an imme- 
diate bacteriological examination would be made at the government 
laboratory, and, should the plague bacillus be found in it, the vessel 
would, of course, be put under quarantine and thoroughly disinfected. 

(2) Particular watch is kept at all wharves against rate, while rewards 
are offered for their destruction in plague-infected centers of the town. 

(3) When a case of plague is reported in the town, the person is 
removed to one of the several plague hospitals in the town, the inmates 
removed to a segregation camp and the house and clothes thoroughly 
disinfected. Briefly, a house is disinfected as follows : 

When the floor is of cow dung it is "fired" by heaping on it a 4- inch 
layer of grass, the walls are scraped beforehand and the whole saturated 
by a steam or hand spray with a 1-1000 solution of HgCl 2 ; the tiles are 
removed and the windows kept open. The house is left uninhabited for 
about a month and again disinfected with the sublimate solution before 
being brought into use. When the floor is of cement it is thoroughly 
saturated with the solution only. In the case of clothes, all rags and 
inexpensive articles of clothing are burnt, those that will stand a sub- 
limate solution, dipped in it for one quarter hour ; others boiled for one- 
half hour in water, while silks and other expensive articles are exposed 
to the sun. 

(4) Bombay having been declared a plague center, all passengers 
arriving by train at places outside it are examined medically, the trains 
being detained for that purpose. Suspicious persons only are detained 
at the plague camps established all over India on the lines of communi- 
cation by rail. The result is that cases are gradually filtered all along 
the railway line. 

(5) Pomites and rags having been found to favor the transport of the 
disease, they are not allowed to be landed at certain foreign ports, and 
wisely so. 

(6) The plague cases are attended by special government medical offi- 
cers in the case of government hospitals ; and by private practitioners 
in the case of caste hospitals such as the Khoja, Hindu, and Mahratta. 
The healthy are not allowed to come in contact with the sick. 

(7) The dead are burned when the caste system allows of it ; when 
burial is the mode of disposal a 6 foot grave is dug and plenty of chlo- 
ride of lime is put under and above the body. The bedding and cloth- 
ing in all such cases would be burned (a\ 

(8) Great care is taken to receive all sputa, excreta, and discharges 
from buboes in vessels containing a sublimate solution. They are burnt 
afterwards. 

H. E. Banatvala, 
Major, Indian Medical Service. 

IEELAND. 

Reports from Queenstown. 

QUEENSTOWN, IRELAND, May 12, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health, and sanitary report, and to report on the transactions at this 
port for the week ended to-day, as follows : May 6, Cunard steamship 

a When priests come in contact with plague corpses, they, as well as the clothes they 
wear, would be disinfected. A fresh suit of clothes would be worn by. them after their 
disinfecting bath, while they would be kept under observation for a period of ten days 
after. 



